
MINUTES PUBLIC HEARING  

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

MACKINAW CITY 

7:00 P. M               August 02, 2012 

 

President Jeff Hingston called the Public Hearing for Zoning Board of Appeals-Garden 

Bay Winery-Jason Lucas and Gloria Anderson- requesting consideration of a Variance 

(application number 2012-VA-031) to have a 46” X 290” maximum wall sign that would be 

the fifth sign for the business exceeding the allowed four signs by one.  

Trustees present – Robert Glenn, Matt Yoder, Belinda Mollen, Janelle Bancroft, Richard 

Perlick and Paul Michalak.  Also present – Manager D. Beavers, Chief P. Wyman, Clerk L. 

Jaggi 

 

Visitors List Attached 

  

Manager Beavers reviewed. 

 

Public Comments: 

Rosada Mann-against variance, four reasons including non compliant, non hardship. 

Gloria Anderson-owner, speaking also in the absence of Mr. Lucas, felt they always 

complied and had started variance process in mid winter and were just now getting heard. 

Mary Ann Murray-said hardship should be the first factor in granting or denying a 

variance request. 

Ron Wallin-he stated granting a variance is giving someone the opportunity to break the 

law. 

 

President Hingston closed the ZBA #1 at 7:30 PM 

 

Motion Bancroft seconded Perlick to deny the variance request 2012-VA-031 from Garden 

Bay Winery as presented. Ayes- Yoder, Mollen, Hingston, Perlick, Michalak. Nays- Glenn, 

Bancroft.  Motion carried 5/2.  Discussion-lengthy discussion regarding ordinance stating 

wall signs can exist if entrance is on that wall, when the application was submitted. 

 

 

President Hingston opened phase two of the Public Hearing-ZBA-application Top Hats of 

Mackinaw-Vicki LeButt at 7:45 PM to hear comments regarding the variance request 

(application number 2012-VA-030) for consideration  to place a projecting sign within a 

landscaped area with the bottom of sign estimated at 49” from landscaped area and 57” 

from an extended line of sidewalk. Variance is for 47” from height requirement and 

additional request is to allow a 4” variance from side of building allowing 16” from 

building instead of required 12” as specified in Village Sign Ordinance.    

 

Manager Beavers reviewed. 
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Public Comments: 

Mike LeButt- owner, stated they are caught in the middle of the Village and the Crossings 

Master Sign Plan.  Although Mr. LeButt was told by Pres. Hingston, with a majority of 

council agreeing, that they would not take into consideration a “concerned citizen’s” letter 

against the variance as it was not signed, he felt there were issues mentioned in the letter 

that he wanted to address prior to knowledge of the letter. He spoke on several issues. 

 

*Motion Perlick seconded Bancroft to approve the Top Hats sign variance as presented. 

*MOTION RESCINDED. 

 

Motion Mollen seconded Michalak to request Mackinaw Crossing submit to the Village of 

Mackinaw City Planning Commission an amendment to the Mackinaw Crossing Master 

Sign Agreement with the Village.   Ayes- Mollen, Hingston, Bancroft, Perlick, Michalak, 

Glenn, Yoder. Motion carried. 

 

Discussion-Manager Beavers submitted and placed on file a memo offering four 

recommendations council could use as options in this matter.  Received letter of support for 

the variance to be granted from various Crossing merchants. Council debated whether a 

variance is order of request or an amendment to the Master Sign agreement the Crossings 

has with the Village.  Other matters discussed regarded past amendments to the Master 

Sign Agreement, square footage, amending the Master Sign agreement, length the actual 

process for this request has taken.   

  

 

Adjournment at 8:20 PM 

 

       Respectfully Submitted; 

 

 

       Jeff Hingston; President 

 

 

       Lana Jaggi; Clerk 

 


