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Village of Mackinaw City 
Special Meeting 

Planning Commission 
September 9, 2010 
Approved Minutes 

 

Members:  Rob Most (Chairman), John Riemer, Bo Whipkey, Florence Tracy, Mary Clark,  
 Paul Allers, and Nancy Dean  
Staff:   Jeff Lawson (Village Manager) 
Guests

SPECIAL MEETING 

:   Stefan Gebric, Sonya Riemer, Mike Ayala 
 

1 Call to Order and Welcome 
2 Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Most.   
Roll call members present:  R. Most, J. Riemer, F. Tracy, M. Clark P. Allers, and N. Dean.  
Members Absent:  Whipkey (arrived at 7:55 p.m.) 

3 Pledge to Flag 
4 Approval of Minutes 

Motion Allers seconded Dean to accept the minutes of the meeting held on August 26, 2010, as 
presented.   Voice vote – all ayes.  Absent – Whipkey.  Motion carried. 

5 Public Comment 
Stefan Gebric asked how rental housing is regulated, specifically substandard seasonal employee 
housing.  It was his opinion that renters are being mistreated.  Staff explained that rental ordinances 
regulate the condition and zoning of property and do not provide this type of regulation.  Renters are 
provided protection under a lease agreement.  Commissioners expressed their concern and requested 
that a memorandum be sent to Council to consider Mr. Gebric’s inquiry: 
-To address living conditions of rental properties 
-Health and safety conditions, food safety, and laundry facilities 
-Restroom facilities 
-Number of occupants per bedroom/unit 
-Landlords entering their rental property without notice while it is occupied  

6 New Business 
No new business was presented. 

7 Old Business 
7a Master Plan – Future Land Use Goals 

Staff explained that all revisions were highlighted within the proposed document.  Commissioners 
were asked to review the draft and provide comments.  Most reviewed each page and called for 
discussion. 
 
The target date for a draft of the Master Plan will be presented for public comment is November 
first.  Mapping is being completed by C2AE, the Village’s engineer.    

 Whipkey arrived at 7:55 p.m.  
7b Master Plan – Zoning Plan 

This is the bridge document between the goals and objectives and will carry out zoning changes 
within the Plan.  District name changes were reviewed.  Also discussed was changing the 
classification for MR or MRS will be identified as High Tech Research / Very Light Industry, which 
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may cause some properties to be rezoned.  Also discussed were the differences between the MR and 
MRS districts.  The differences identified were:  the MR District allows radio and television towers, 
MRS does not; the MRS allows for billboard signage, MR does not.  Also discussed was the types 
of businesses that are allowed in the MR and MRS districts are similar. 
 
Most reviewed the first part of the Plan, Overview of  Future Land Use/Zoning District Changes as 
follows: 
-To change the third line of the Introduction to read:  “The purpose of the zoning plan is to “explain 
how the land use categories on the future land use map relate to the districts on the zoning map”.” 

-To change the first paragraph of the Overview of Future Land Use/Zoning District Changes to 
read:  “Below is a table that lists the future land use classifications.  The first column lists the area 
use classification; the second column, Current Zoning, is listed for each classification; and, the 
third column identifies any recommended changes.  Following the table is a narrative providing 
more detail on each of the recommendations.” 

-To place column headings on each page. 
-To revise “Public/Recreation” in the first column on page 3 to provide for governmental uses on 
governmental owned property.  The “Public/Recreation” section refers to the Village’s 14 parks 
and other Village owned property.  This district name will be revised. 

 
There was a lengthy discussion concerning buffers.  Also discussed was the need to determine what, 
if any, fundamental differences there are between the residential overlay districts, specifically the R4 
district.  Commissioners would like to maintain a buffer zone in order to protect residential areas 
from encroachments and inconsistencies. 
 
Staff reviewed the Future Land Use Classifications/Zoning – Detailed Recommendations section of 
the Plan. Topics reviewed were nonconforming greenspace requirements, open area business 
requirements, customer service parking ratios, governmental/municipal use properties, setbacks, 
view sheds, facade standards in the B-3 and B-4 Districts, etc. 

7c Sexually Oriented Business Regulations 
This matter will be addressed at the next meeting. 

8 Commissioner Comments 
Most complemented Mr. and Mrs. Riemer on the addition of Liam to their family. 

9 Commissioner Calendar 
September 23, 2010 – Regular Meeting 
October 14, 2010 – Work Session (Jeff will not be at this meeting) 
October 28, 2010 – Regular Meeting 

10 Adjournment 
Motion Allers seconded Clark to adjourn at 9:07 p.m.  Voice vote – all ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
     Planning Commission Minutes respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Rob Most, Chairman  
 
 
     Mary Clark, Secretary 


