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Village of Mackinaw City 
Special Meeting 

Planning Commission 
November 11, 2010 
Approved Minutes 

 

Members:  Rob Most (Chairman), John Riemer, Bo Whipkey, Florence Tracy, Mary Clark,  
 Paul Allers, and Nancy Dean  
Staff:   Jeff Lawson (Village Manager) 
Guests:   Chris Brown, Gerry Glenn, Bob Glenn, David McFarland, Paul Michalak  
 

SPECIAL MEETING 
1 Call to Order and Welcome 
2 Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 p.m. by Chairman Most.   
Roll call members present:  R. Most, J. Riemer, F. Tracy, M. Clark, P. Allers, N. Dean, and  
B.  Whipkey 
Members Absent:  None  

3 Pledge to Flag 
Commissioners recognized Veterans Day and thanked veterans for their service. 

4 Approval of Minutes 
Motion Allers seconded Whipkey to accept the minutes of the meeting held on October 28, 
2010, as revised.   Voice vote – all ayes.  Motion carried. 

5 Public Comment 
There were no public comments presented. 

6 Old Business 
6a Master Plan – Draft Plan Review – Remainder of Chapter 13 and Chapter 9 

Most requested the final version of the Master Plan be printed on a different color paper.  Staff 
requested that Commissioners bring any typographical corrections into the office. 
 
Capital Improvement Planning:  Staff provided a general review of the Capital Improvement Plan 
and updates.  Staff reviewed the Parks and Recreation Plan, Water and Sewer Plan, and the 
Transportation Plan.   
 
Staff defined the Complete Streets concept as placing all components of transportation design as it 
relates to pedestrians, bicycle lanes, and parking when designing a corridor.  Staff informed 
Commissioners of the opportunity to attend a Complete Streets meeting scheduled for November 17, 
2010 at 7:00 p.m.at the Cheboygan County Building. 
 
Transportation under Capital Improvement Planning:  Staff reviewed the current Hike and Bike Plan 
while considering the Complete Street concept by providing additional neighborhoods links by 
utilizing existing sidewalks and the new trail systems when planning for alternative routes to town.  
Also discussed were improving way finding signage, continued maintenance of street corridors, 
improved landscaping within in highway right-of-ways, unified parking walkways, barrier free 
parks, natural landscaping within Village parks, dog friendly parks, identify snowmobile access 
away from private residences, multiuse trails, etc. 
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Other Policies:  Other policies reviewed were transportation, housing, intergovernmental 
cooperation, public involvement, sense of place, environmental protection, economic development,  
right-of-way setbacks, access management, PASER road ratings, housing, master plan reviews by 
and for adjacent municipalities, etc.   
 
With regard to the Public Involvement section, the following language was added:  Educate the 
public on Plan development process to encourage participation.   
 
Under the Sense of Place section, the following language was added:  Evaluate regulations to 
develop form based codes or other regulations to maintain community character.   
 
The subheading for Environmental Protection was changed to Environmental Protection and 
Viewshed. Most requested that “viewshed” be spelled as one word.  The following language was 
also added:  Protect and maintain the urban forest.  

6b Request Extension of Medical Marihuana Moratorium 
 
Motion Clark seconded Allers to recommend to the Village Council to extend the moratorium 
on Medical Marihuana. Voice vote – all ayes.  Motion carried. 

 Most called for recess and the Special Meeting was closed at 6:52 p.m. 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 Call to Order and Welcome 

Chairman Most opened up the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.  Planning Commission members present 
were Most, Riemer, Whipkey, Tracy, Clark, Allers and Dean.   

1 Special Use Permit, 2010-SU-006, Lieghio Queens Limited Partnership, Relocate seven cabins 
to Comfort Suites Property 
The Special Use Permit Application requests a review of Ordinance provisions that outline 
procedures to relocate/construct seven cabins at the Comfort Suites at 714 South Huron Avenue, 
Mackinaw City.   
 
Staff identified that there are no new access points that affect traffic flow, no new entrances are 
being constructed, each unit contains the minimum 250 square foot requirement, reviewed lighting 
and screening requirements next to residential areas, and there are no new amenities. 
 
It was confirmed that the units will be assessed as commercial property and the units will be 
permanently affixed to the footings.  These units were initially located on site and were removed to 
construct employee housing.  The units are being moved back to the site for commercial use. 

 Motion Dean seconded Tracy to close the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m.  Voice vote – all ayes.  
Motion carried. 

 Most called the Special Meeting back to order at 7:08  p.m. 
SPECIAL MEETING 
 Additional discussions and review of the Master Plan will continue into January 2011. 
7 New Business 
7a Special Use Permit, 2010-SU-006, Lieghio Queens Limited Partnership, Relocate seven cabins 

to Comfort Suites property 
Chris Brown explained the seven cabins being relocated were originally located on the first row of 
the site on S. Huron Avenue.  The original plan was to relocate the cabins on Third Street and 
construct additional employee housing.  With the recent renovation construction at the Trails End 
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property located on West Central Avenue, this provided for the originally planned employee 
housing.  Staff verified the project met all special use provisions. 
 
Motion Dean seconded Clark to approve Special Use Permit, 2010-SU-006, submitted by 
Lieghio Queens Limited Partnership, as presented.  Voice vote – all ayes.  Motion carried. 

7b Site Plan Review, 2010-SP-009, Lieghio Queens Limited Partnership, Relocate seven cabins to 
Comfort Suites property 
The proposed Site Plan requests that seven cabins be relocated/constructed at Comfort Suites located 
at 714 South Huron Avenue, Mackinaw City.  The Plan provides a new drive to the back of the lot 
to access the units, the construction of five new parking spaces and maneuvering lane, a total of 156 
parking spaces (ordinance requires 155 spaces), that green space calculations were met, and 
drainage.   
 
With regard to egress, there are two exits provided on site as permitted by Ordinance.  Setbacks 
were verified that they meet Ordinance requirements.  It was verified that all building permits will 
be issued and construction is subsequently inspected by the County for all plumbing and electrical 
work.  Handicap parking was established on site. 
 
Motion Dean seconded Tracy to recommend to the Village Council Site Plan, 2010-SP-009, tax 
parcel id number 012-018-300-005-00, Lieghio Queens Limited Partnership to relocate seven 
cabins to Comfort Suites, as presented.  Voice vote – all ayes.  Motion carried. 

8 Commissioner Comments 
Commissioners were directed to contact the office if they were interested in attending the Complete 
Streets presentation on November 17, 2010.  Most asked if the Master Plan, Zoning Plan and 
Ordinances could be printed on different colored paper.  Whipkey outlined the importance of 
Complete Streets and how it relates to establishing bicycle and pedestrian trails within streets and 
right-of-ways. 

9 Commissioner Calendar 
December 9, 2010 – Special Meeting 
January 13, 2010 – Special Meeting 
January 27, 2010 – Regular Meeting 

10 Adjournment 
Motion Allers seconded Dean to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.  Voice vote – all ayes.   Motion carried. 
 
     Planning Commission Minutes respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Rob Most, Chairman  
 
 
     Mary Clark, Secretary 


